Table Two  Priorities of Parenting

1. Parenting is for the children – they need us or they would die.

2. Staying connected is more important than anything.

3. Each moment – no matter what – is a connection-strengthening opportunity.

4. Children’s mistakes are gifts – they provide unique opportunities for teaching. 
5. Expecting (and having a plan in place for) mistakes is our responsibility.

6. Every day is a day to enjoy our children – flawed as they are.

7. Knowing about their lives is critical: Keeping them talking to us is critical.

8. We can decide what battles to pick and what battles to skip.

9. To be safe in years to come, they need to feel safe with us now.

10. Faith development and instilling basic values of respect and responsibilities are crucial.

11. Children should always talk to their parents in appropriate ways.

12. A child’s room should be clean and chores done with no procrastination.

13. Academic success – good progress reports and report cards.

14. Make sure children use their potential and do their best.

15. Prevent children from ever feeling sad or discouraged.  

16. Make sure that children get things right the first time, or if they mess up, that they never repeat their mistake. 

17. Success in sports, music or dance is important.

18. Getting them into the best college is critical. 

19. Children are projects to be managed.

20. Children are a constant reflection of us, and our worth depends on their       accomplishments.

