Appendix One  Mistakes
Preschool Mistakes

· Morning routine, getting out of the house on time.

· Behavior problems in public, meltdowns, tantrums.

· Difficulties with siblings, teasing, fighting.

· Food in their room, they say it is not theirs.

· Selfish, self-centered, trouble sharing, snotty, whiny.

· Do not play well with friend on a play date, do not take turns, trouble sharing.

· Inappropriate behavior at mealtimes, not coming when called, not staying seated, making silly noises, finicky eater.

· Hit (or bit) a peer in day care.

· Trouble falling asleep, vague physical complaints.

· Sibling gets all the attention because of a birthday or sports event. Have to wait, e.g., delayed at airport, get frustrated easily.

· Do not want to try new things, accidents, bedwetting.

· Say “I hate you,” “You owe me,” “Oh no, you can't,” or “You're the meanest mom in the whole world” to the parent.

· Getting to bed on time, brushing their teeth, or bath time.

· Putting toys away, making their bed, keeping their room clean.

· Throw tantrums in stores. 

· Important things are put in the garbage.

Kindergarten – Second Grade Mistakes

· Sibling rivalry, bickering in the car.

· Do not play well with a friend, mean to pets, say unkind things.

· Lying, manipulate one parent against the other, say the teacher lied.

· Whiny, demanding, rude, talk back, moody, irritable, bossy, obnoxious, torment younger siblings, complaining, moping. Bossy with friends, take things from other kids at school.

· Crying jags. Demand parent's undivided attention.

· Say: "No, you can't make me.”

· Refuse to eat during mealtimes and then complain of being hungry between meals.

· Dawdle in the morning.

· Lose glasses or other expensive things.

· Act like a spoiled child: “I want this, I want that.”

· Difficult mornings, hard to separate.

· Chores, responsibilities, tidiness, procrastination, task completion.

· Missing assignments, say they will do something but then do not.

· Do not put their toys away, bed does not get made.

· Are afraid to try new things.

· Refuse to go to school, say “I hate school”, call from nurse's office. 

· Last minute refusal to go to a birthday party they had been looking forward to.

· Tattling, cry baby.

Third – Fifth Grade Mistakes

· Say they did not do it (when they did).

· Steal something, hide food, eat junk, lie about it. Push, shove, inappropriate use of hands.

· Behavior problems at family gathering.

· Take something that does not belong to them, lose/break something.

· Temper/angry outbursts, deal with anger poorly, meltdowns. Raise voice, lose temper, slam door. Say: “not fair,” or complain about favoritism.

· Show no remorse.

· Say a word that is an inappropriate term for a racial or religious group.

· Watch a "bad" show at a friend's house, cheat on a test, swear on the bus.

· Inappropriate humor (bathroom jokes).

· Complain about being bored, do not play well alone.

· Get frustrated and hit someone.

· Annoyed with us and complain what horrible parents we are.

· Passive-aggressive responses: “I’ll do it in a minute. You never told me. I’d do it if you would stop nagging me.” 
· Refuse to accept responsibility, blame others. 
· Impulsive, act without thinking.

· Slam doors, complain about our nagging but do nothing without reminders.

· Talk back, rude to us, roll their eyes, disrespectful to parents, ignore us.

· Repeat the same unacceptable behavior for months.

· Say something is done so they can do something, lie to cover up something.
· Homework takes too long, get down on themselves easily.

· Call from teacher about incomplete assignments or behavior in class.

· Report cards are mixed: comments include “could do better.” Sunday night homework surprise (wasted time all weekend, then remembered big project due tomorrow).

· Intense thinker, worried about many things.

· Often anxious, ask same question repeatedly, need a lot of reassurance.
· Overly competitive, poor loser or gloating winner.

Sixth – Eighth Grade Mistakes

· Inappropriate use of media, television, movies, computer games, internet, music.

· Follow the lead of a friend (wrong crowd).

· Less than ideal friends, pick a wrong friend.

· Speak inappropriately about the other gender’s developing bodies.

· “I forgot, you never told me, in a minute, I said I’ll do it, you always nag me.” 

· Experiment with different styles of dress.

· Rude, seem disrespectful.

· Power struggles and defiance. Argue about small matters (chores) and large matters (attending worship service with the family).

· Unappreciative of parents and fortunate circumstances.

· See us as dumber than dirt, roll their eyes at us, sarcasm. Hard to wake up in the morning, hard to get to bed at night.

· Underachieve, poor attitude towards school.

· Organization problems. Left item needed for school project at home.

· Time management, promptness, plan ahead, not using potential, poor grades.

· Say they do not have any homework in order to be able to do something. Not planning for the project that is due in two weeks.

· Chores are done carelessly. They try to manipulate us. Resist participation in family activities. Boys and pornography. Sneak out of the house.

· Parent overhears an inappropriate conversation between peers in sixth and seventh grades, where they say something discriminatory or disrespectful.

· Do not open up, keep feelings in.

· Too hard on self, everything is a big deal, perfectionistic.
· Complain frequently, but not ready to take action.

High School Mistakes

· Waste time, play video games, talk excessively on the phone.

· Underachieve, poor attitude and effort, do not apply themselves on projects. 
· Money goes right through their hands.

· Cope with stress poorly, either by denial and avoidance. Put head in the sand or get angry when anxious.

· Preoccupied with appearance issues (pimple before big dance is a crisis).

· Sound boastful about their accomplishments, shallow or self-centered.

· Talk to parents the way they talk to peers (rude, bad manners).

· Loud, boisterous, monopolizes conversations.

· Isolate in their room, give one word answers about their day, how their life is going. Refuse to conveying information to us about their plans for the evening.

· Not open to our guidance (apply for a job early enough, scholarships).

· Want to work for a year after high school, against parent’s wishes.

· Disagree with everything we say even before we say it, curfew violations.

· Decisions made about dating, drinking or drug use during high school.

· Full of themselves, no time for family, gone a lot, aloof, indifferent to family.

· Pursue interest in something parent does not value. 

· Stole money from a high school job. Drift, aimless, no sense of direction.

· Controlled or overly influenced by friends, clingy or possessive with boyfriend or girlfriend, says they are "in love" with first relationship.

· Choose friends who are bad influences, dating problems.

· “My boyfriend or girlfriend understands me more than you do.” 
· Signs of beer, wine or marijuana use. A close friend is in treatment for alcohol or chemical abuse issues).

· Do not want us to know their friends’ parents.

· Fall in love, think it is the “real thing.”

· College planning, scholarships, miss important deadlines.

· Unrealistic re: transition to college
· “I'm 18, rules don't apply.” “I'll be the dorm next year.”

· When they seem to have no use for us in their lives anymore

