
It would not be a huge surprise to me if you told me that your 4th or 5th grader was a hard-working and dedicated student, taking school seriously, wanting to please their teacher (and their parents). Similarly, it wouldn’t be a surprise if you thought you were in the clear but it is typically too soon to tell.

Some of the 4th and 5th graders who take school seriously will continue to do so in 6th and 7th grade. Some won’t. There doesn’t seem to be much predictive value in their previous behavior because the changes of adolescence can be so transforming. 


However, the good news is that we can help them in any case. If they have internalized the value of education, then our path is clearer. We can step back, allow them to run their academic lives and rejoice with them as their projects are completed and assignments are turned in on time.


What to do with the 6th grader who simply doesn’t see, feel, or grasp the intrinsic value of education? Instead of making things worse by raising our voice and repeating ourselves in a misguided effort to “pound” the value of education into their “thick skull,” we can connect their privileges and what they take for granted with their developing sense of the importance of school and learning. When we don’t see the work coming home, the planner being used, the time spent in front of their books, we take them off their teams, don’t let them see their friends, and we don’t drive them places.

What we don’t do is get mad at them. At the same time that we are using ordinary discipline, we are speaking to them in a kind and respectful voice, a reassuring voice. We know they are having trouble seeing that school is important and we also know that they will figure it out pretty soon, soon enough for sure. Until then, it wouldn’t be right if we let them use their electronic toys, surf the net, have a cell phone, or be able to use the computer for anything except schoolwork. 


We’re serious, we mean business and they know it by our actions. However, our voice, the  look in our eye and the tone of our voice, lets them know how much they are loved and how confident we are that they will figure this out, with our help, and without our anger. 
